
Course Request 

Information for 

2017-2018

Please be sure to review all the slides 

before choosing your students courses 

with him/her for 2017-2018.



Things to Remember……..
 We make every possible attempt to enroll all students in 

their desired courses but due to the many singular 

offerings, this is not always possible.

 Preferential scheduling is given to Seniors then juniors 

then sophomores then freshmen for electives.

 Academic classes are offered to maximize enrollment 

which sometimes leads to students needing to take a 

second or third choice on electives.

 If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Cefola 

at mcefola@vchsaz.org.



Let’s Begin:  English
 For students interested in Honors English, Dual Enrollment English and AP 

English, be aware that these courses are more rigorous than their counterpart 
and will require additional time and commitment.  

 Sophomores have the choice of English 10 or Honors English 10.  In order to be 
enrolled in Honors English 10, the student must have a teacher 
recommendation.

 Juniors have the choice of English 11 or AP English Language and Composition.  
All AP students should be strong in English and have earned excellent grades 
in 9th and 10th grade.

 Seniors have the choice of English 12, Dual Enrollment (DE) English, AP English 
Language and Literature or AP English Language and Composition. 

 DE English will earn the student 8 credits of college level English with a grade 
of C or better, carries an additional fee for each semester, requires each 
student to take a placement exam and requires a GPA of 3.0 or better to 
enroll.  The DE English credits will be granted through Grand Canyon 
University.

 AP students are required to sit for the AP exam in the spring, carries an 
additional test fee and earns college credit depending on the score achieved 
on the AP test and the university to which the student is applying.



Moving on to Math!
 The sequence of math courses are as follows:  Pre-Algebra, Algebra 1, 

Geometry, Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus (or Advanced Math), AP Calculus AB 
(Calculus 1) and AP Calculus BC (Calculus 2).

 Students should select the appropriate course that would come next 
in the sequence.

 If the student failed a math course, that course must be retaken.  
Please contact Michelle Cefola if you have any questions regarding 
failed courses.  

 Students MUST complete 4 years of math to graduate.

 Colleges want the student to have completed at least one year past 
Alg.2. If you have any questions regarding the fulfillment of math 
requirement for college, please contact Mrs. Cefola.

 All AP students must take the AP exam in the spring and carry an 
additional testing fee.  AP students earn college credit depending on 
the score they achieve and the university to which they are applying.

 The ONLY time a student can take two math course simultaneously is 
the year in which they take Geometry.  Geometry and Algebra 2 can 
be taken together. If your student chooses this option, contact Mrs. 
Cefola.



Science Anyone?
 All students are required to take three lab sciences to graduate.  They 

include the following:  Chem/Phys. (Physical Science), Biology and 

Chemistry.

 Valley also offers Physics and Anatomy as academic electives for 

Juniors and Seniors.   

 Sophomores will now have the choice between Biology and STEM 

Biology.  STEM Biology will require more of a time commitment and is 

appropriate for those students interested in delving deeper into 

Biology and its application in the world.

 Please be aware that some universities are starting to require 4 

sciences.  If you are considering any of these universities, please 

enroll in a fours math senior year.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Mrs. Cefola.



Bible

 Four years of Bible are required for graduation from Valley.

 Freshman year, students will automatically be enrolled in The Life of 

Christ.

 Sophomore year, students may choose from many possible bible 

courses.  Each course is a semester long, so students much choose 

two.  

 Junior year, students will take Comparative World Religions for one 

semester and will then have a choice for the second semester.  

 Senior Students will take Apologetics for one semester and then have 

a choice for the second semester.  



Social Studies 
 All students are required to take three years of Social Studies staring in 10th

grade in the following order:  World History, US History, and Economics/US 

Government.

 US History is offered as AP and US Government is offered as AP or DE.  Please 

keep in mind that all AP and DE classes are rigorous, require additional 

homework, projects, exams etc. 

 All students wanting to take AP US History must have earned an A for both 

semesters in World History and must have a recommendation from the World 

History Teacher.

 DE credit for US Government will be granted through Rio Salado College.

 AP students are required to sit for the AP exam in the spring, carries an 

additional test fee and earns college credit depending on the score achieved 

on the AP test and the university to which the student is applying.

 AP World History can be chosen as an elective. 



Spanish or American Sign Language?

 Every student is required to take two years of the same 

foreign language to graduate.

 Spanish is offered for four years and ASL is offered for 

three.

 Most colleges accept ASL as a foreign language but some 

do not.  

 Please consider that many universities are recommending 

or requiring three or even four years of foreign language.  

These are typically more “prestigious” universities.

 If students have already completed this requirement for 

one of these, they can take the other as an elective.



Electives
 Electives are classes that are not specifically required for graduation 

and allows the student to take some classes of interest and introduce 

them to topics that are unique and useful when they transition into 

college.

 Electives can be used to take academic courses as well e.g. Anatomy.

 Every student is required to take 9 elective classes, in addition to 

their required classes, over four years to meet the graduation 

requirement of 28 credits.   

 One credit must be taken from one of the following:   Art, Band, 

Choir, Drama, Video Production, Music Production or Strings.

 The remaining elective’s can be taken from the Valley offerings.

 If a student has not taken Health, PE, Computer Literacy or Speech 

(taken junior year), BE SURE TO REGISTER FOR THESE.  They are 

graduation requirements.


